12                  JOHN HENRY
them. Some relic or token of that early tim^ '> ^ some book, or a word, or a scent, or a sound, brmg^ in memory to the first years of their disciplcship?
then see, what they could not know at the time, presence went up with them and gave them  rest. now, perhaps, they are unable to discern fully w that made that time so bright and glorious.     They tender, affectionate thoughts towards those  first they do not know why.    They think it is those   ^^ which they yearn after, whereas it is the presence 01      ^° they now see was then over them, which attracts tli<-ixi. 1
Again :
We may have a sense of the presence of a Supi"°-Hio  33 e
which never has been dimmed by even a  passin which has inhabited us ever since we can recollect; and which we cannot imagine our losing.2
Again :
It is my wish to take an ordinary child, but still^ ono -w is safe from influences destructive of his religious* Histiixc Supposing he has offended his parents, he will <*-H *1(-* 011,0 si* without effort, as if it were the most natural of ***<^ts=;3 pi*" himself in the presence of God and beg of Him to sot. la right with them. Let us consider how much is coxitetixi^cL this simple act. First, it involves the impression oil liis xnl of an unseen Being with whom he is in immecliitto^ ar-and that relation so familiar that he can address II Ina ever he himself chooses; next, of One whose goodwill him he is assured of, and can take for granted—11 sty, loves him better, and is nearer to him, than lii« pcxr-further, of One who can hear him, wherever he happoixs -to and who can read his thoughts, for his prayer noocl m.ot> vocal; lastly, of One who can effect a critical din,rig-© ira i state of feeling of others towards him. That is, wo &ilao,ll 3 be wrong in holding that this child has in his mhul "tlio i of an invisible Being, who exercises a particular among us, who is present everywhere, who i,s heart-changing, ever-accessible, open to impetration. "\V] a strong and intimate vision of God must he hn,ve> *xl:rej: attained if, as I have supposed, an ordinary troul>lo of xo.:
1  Parochial Sermons, vol. iv. p. 262.
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